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SAN  ANTOMO  (BP)  -  U.S.  Air 

Force  Senior  Master  Sfct  Phillip 
Monk  is  in  a  fight  for  his  career 
—  not  about  anything  he  said, 
but  what  be  didn't  say. 

He  was  told  by  his  com¬ 
manding  officer  on  Aug.  9  to 
dear  out  his  office  at  Lackland 
Air  Force  Base  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas.  "It  s  all  because  he  didn  't 
say  anything  wrong.  He  thought 
it,*  said  Steven  Branson,  pastor 
of  Village  Parkway  Church  in 
San  Antonio. 

Monk,  his  wife,  and  their 
three  teenage  sons  faithfully  at¬ 
tend  services  each  Sunday  for 


A  Gathering  for  bemor  Paston 


H'iL  r 
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pare  it  limited 
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The  blessings  of  Miss.  BSU 


Student  Union  (BSU)  on  the  various 
coflege  campuses. 

Thousands  of  students  have  been 
involved  in  this  wonderful  ministry  over 


Guest  opinion 

with  Wayne  Vandiver 


the  opportunities  to  do  ministry  as  a  part 
of  everyday  life.  They  have  learned  how 
to  do  ministry  as  they  literally  get  hands- 
on  training.  Whether  they  are  mvoived 
in  tutoring  children  at  a  local  apartment 
complex,  leading  in  a  weekly  Backyard  Bible 
Club,  or  leading  a  youth  retreat  for  a  local 


churchman  when  he  /she  has  graduated, 
gotten  a  job,  and  is  living  in  the  c  ext  phase 
of  life.  Many  of  these  students  will  be  servii 
in  local  churches  in  leadership  positions. 
They  will  be  die  church  members  who  are 
not  content  to  warm  a  pew  but  are  actively 


More  than  Egypt 


their  BSU  director  and  fellow  students  to  let 
the  Holy  Spirit  use  them  to  meet  needs.  The 
theme  of  “F.veiy  Christian  a  Minister"  has 
always  been  a  foundation  stone  of  BSU. 

God  has  also  used  BSU  to  challenge 
students  in  the  area  of  missions.  Stuoents  in¬ 
volved  in  BSU  have  been  doing  missions  for 
a  long  time.  Short-term  mission  trips,  local 
mission  projects,  BSU  summer  and  semester 
missions,  and  Christmas  in  China  are  all  a 


As  these  comments  are  being 
written,  the  country  of  Egypt 
is  uncontrollably  afire  both 
literally  and  figuratively.  This  cru¬ 
cial  Middle  East  country  has  for 
years  been  a  strong  American  ally 
but  as  it  hurtles  rapidly  toward 
civil  war  and  anarchy,  much  more 
is  at  stake  than  most  of  us  under¬ 
stand  as  we  sit  in  our  living  rooms 
and  watch  20-second  videos  from 
the  body-littered,  burning  streets 
of  Cairo. 

Most  importantly,  Egypt  is  one 
of  the  opening  battles  in  the  lat¬ 
est  war  for  control  of  the  Middle 
East  and  eventually  the  world  by 
Muslim  extremists.  They  have 
made  no  secret  of  their  plans  to 
wipe  out  the  nation  of  Israel  and 
exterminate  Christianity  as  they 
move  forward.  In  Egypt  of  late, 
they  have  proven  they  mean  what 
th«y  say. 

In  the  widening  violence 

spurred  by  the  early  July  removal 

from  office  and  arrest  of  Presi-  _ 

dent  Mohamed  Morsi,  an  Islamist  surrection  in  tboee  countries  from 
and  leader  of  the  radical  Muslim  their  base  in  Egypt.  That’s  already 
Brotherhood  for  years  before  his  happening  from  terrorist  bases  in 
election,  by  the  Egyptian  Army,  countries  such  as  Iran  and  Syria, 
Christians  have  been  the  explicit  where  national  governments  are 
focus  of  extremists’  anger  as  clandestinely  involved, 

never  before.  Sadly,  the  Obama  administra- 

Those  are  the  hardest  days  don  is  averting  its  gaze  from  the 
we’ve  ever  witnessed,"  one  Chris-  plight  of  persecuted  Christian/  in 
dan  leader  who  was  not  identified  Egypt  and  elsewhere.  As  Christian 
for  security  purposes  told  Open  pastors  continue  to  be  tortured 
Doors,  an  organization  serving  in  Iran’s  most  vile  prisons,  the 
the  persecuted  church,  as  quoted  U.S.  State  Department  meekly 
by  Baptist  Press.  “The  peaceful  expresses  “concern"  for  the  events 
Egypt  is  now  soaked  into  violence,  in  Egypt, 
hatred,  and  desire  [for]  revenge,"  "Irua  can  only  mean  [the  ad- 
the  leader  said.  ministration]  is  either  unwilling 

The  leader  described  how  a  ten-  to  use  or  has  lost  all  leverage  with 
year-old  Christian  girl  was  stalked  Egypt's  military...,"  observed  Nina 
and  murdered  on  her  way  home  Shea,  former  chair  of  the  United 
from  a  Bible  study.  Other  reports  States  Commission  on  Interna- 
indicate  that  Christian  churches,  tional  Religious  Freedom  and 
businesses,  and  homes  are  being  currently  director  of  the  Hudson 

systematically  destroyed.  Institute’s  Center  for  Religious 

MidEast  Christian  News  Freedom  in  Washington,  D.C. 

(MCN),  an  independent  news  ‘Led  by  the  Muslim  Brother- 

service  Quoted  by  Baptist  Press.  hood,  and  joined  by  various  other 


They  will  be  the  kind  of  church  leaders 
who  dream  big.  They  will  not  be  content  to 
just  get  by  but  will  seek  to  go  beyond  the  call 
of  duty. 

The  question  could  be  asked,  “Why  do 
these  former  BSUers  seem  to  just  see  a  need 
and  automatically  seek  to  meet  it?"  The 
answer  is  that  they  feel  comfortable  doing 
so  because  of  the  practice  they  got  through 


AD  a  BSU  Director  has  to  do  is  share 
the  need,  and  students  will  respond  with  a 
willingness  to  meet  that  need.  They  wffl  give 
money.  They  will  work  as  part  of  a  fund¬ 
raising  effort.  Some  will  go  as  missionaries  to 
minister  and  share  the  love  of  Christ  Going 
may  mean  one  or  two  weeks  of  service,  eight 
to  ten  weeks  of  service,  or  even  a  semester  of 
service.  Many  BSU  students  have  been  ready 
to  step  forward  to  say,  “Here  am  I,  send  me. 

When  a  person  studies  the  ministry  of 
Baptist  Student  Union,  it  will  be  very  ap¬ 
parent  that  the  BSU  director  and  the  BSU 
leadership  team  are  seeking  balance.  They 
try  to  balance  spiritual  growth  activities  with  lst,Trt  1 
outreach  and  ministry  activities.  BSU  leaders  The 
want  to  offer  the  typical  student  opportuni-  *° 

ties  to  worship,  fellowship,  and  be  involved  C"1 


in  of  U.S.  military 

tic  power. 

n,  it  Egypt  is  lost  to 
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its  contents,  and  assaulting  priests  in  Egypt,'  she  said.  “As  jihad  baa 
inside.  Other  extremists  prevent-  come  to  the  Arab  world  s  largest 
ed  a  fire  truck  from  extinguishing  country,  our  foreign  policy  leaders 
the  blaze.  and  the  press  ignore  this  turn  of 

In  another  MCN  report  events  at  our  peril." 

quoted  by  Baptist  Press,  Father  We’d  best  wake  up  and  pay 
Setwanes  Lofti,  priest  of  St.  attention. 


atftfs'rs 


VOUJME 137  •  NUMBER  33  •  ISSN-0005-5778 

ite  of  July  4  and  Christmas  by  *■  Hatmipp  Baptist  Convention  Board. 
515  Mussuri  Stmt  Jackson.  MS  38201.  Subscnption  $10.35  par  year  payabla  at  advance  Economy  plm 
mmibblo  for  cooperating  Muusuppi  daedtes.  Periodicals  postage  paid  at  Jacfcaon.  MS.  Msuthii.  Association 
cf  State  Baptist  Papats  Deadlines  News  Hams  —  ana  catond*  week  pno- 10  raqusstsd  publication  data 
MunukQ  —  •**>  catindm  weeks  prior  t>  requested  publication  data  M  submitn  ora  subiect  to  atone 


2 


August  22, 2013  The  Baptist  Record 


Commission:  Preaching 
about  candidates  should 
not  bring  on  tax  scrutiny 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Preach-  of  religious  organizations  ant 


the  Evangelical  Council  for  Fi-  “the  only  law  of  its  type  on  the 
nancial  Accountability  at  the  books...  that  allows  the  Inter- 
request  of  U.S.  Sen.  Charles  nal  Revenue  Service  to  evalu- 
Grassley,  R.-Iowa,  proposed  a  ate  the  content  of  a  sermon 
number  of  tax-related  recom-  delivered  by  a  member  of  the 
mendations  to  the  U.S.  Con-  clergy,’  Batts  wrote,  and  “the 
gress  and  the  U.S.  Treasury  De-  only  law  that  could  cause  a 
partment  in  its  6o-page  report,  church  to  lose  its  federal  tax 
The  Commission  on  Ac-  exemption  based  on  the  words 
countability  and  Policy  for  Re-  spoken  by  its  leaders  in  a 
ligious  Organizations  stated  worship  service.” 
that  its  members  and  66  oth-  Federal  officials  “know  in- 
ers  who  served  on  three  pan-  stinctively  that  the  law,  as 
els  created  by  the  commission  currently  interpreted  and  ap- 
had  “much  accord’  that  “a  plied,  is  problematic  —  which 
member  of  the  clergy  should  is  why  the  law  is  largely  unen- 
be  permitted  to  say  whatever  forced  in  some  respects  and 
he  or  she  believes  is  appro-  inconsistently  enforced  in 
priate  in  the  context  of  a  reli-  others,’  Batt  wrote.  The  prac- 

?;ious  worship  service  without  tical  effect  of  the  law's  vague- 
ear  of  government  reprisal,  ness,  he  noted,  “is  to  chill  free 
even  when  such  communica-  speech  —  often  in  the  context 
tions  include  content  related  of  exercising  religion." 
to  political  candidates."  “Many  501(c)(3)  organiza- 

The  commission  added  that  tions  engage  regularly  in  com- 
“  comparable  latitude  should  munications  that  the  IRS  says 
exist  for  secular  nonprofit  or-  are  prohibited,  and  there  are 
ganizations.”  no  consequences,’  Batts  wrote. 

The  “communications*  not-  “Yet,  the  IRS  does  enforce  the 
ed  by  the  commission  should  law  on  occasion,  in  a  variety 
be  within  “the  ordinary  course  of  ways,  giving  rise  to  under- 
of  a  501(c)(3)  organization’s  standable  claims  of  selective 
regular  and  customary  reli-  or  inconsistent  application  of 
gious,  charitable,  education-  the  law." 
al,  scientific,  or  other  [tax-]  Russell  D.  Moore,  president 
exempt-purpose  activities...  so  of  the  SBC  Ethics  &  Religious 
long  as  such  communications  Liberty  Commission,  in  com- 
do  not  involve  the  disburse-  ments  to  Baptist  Press  about 
ment  of  tax-deductible  funds.’  the  commission’s  report,  said. 
Expenditure  of  tax-exempt  “While  I  don’t  think  a  church 
donations  by  religious  and  normally  should  endorse  can- 
other  501(c)(3)  organizations  didates  for  office  from  the  pul- 
for  political  campaign  activi-  pit,  that’s  only  because  I  believe 
ties  “would  likely  have  a  del-  the  mission  of  the  church  ought 
eterious  impact  on  the  effec-  to  stand  prophetically  distant 
tiveness  and  credibility  of  the  frompolitical horsetrading, 
nonprofit  sector,"  the  com-  "That’s  a  matter  of  gospel 
mission  stated,  noting  “broad  prudence,  though,  not  a  matter 
agreement"  by  its  members  of  legal  right  and  wrong.  A  con- 
and  those  on  its  panels.  gregation  should  decide  when 

William  Townes  Jr.,  the  to  speak  and  what  to  say.  Such 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  decisions  shouldn’t  be  dictated 
Executive  Committee’s  vice  by  bureaucrats  at  the  IRS  or 
president  for  convention  fi-  anywhere  else.  The  commis- 
nance,  is  among  the  commis-  sion  is  right  that  the  chilling  of 
sion's  14  members,  along  with  the  speech  of  churches  is  easily 
Richard  Hammar,  a  tax  expert  abused  by  politicians.  That’s 
who  prepares  a  yearly  tax  guide  why  I  support  the  freedom  of 
for  GuideStone  Financial  Re-  speech  for  churches  and  pas- 
sources  of  the  SBC.  tors,  even  when  they  say  more 

The  commission  is  chaired  or  less  than  what  I  would  say 
by  Michael  Batts,  a  CPA  who  from  the  pulpit." 
is  a  former  chairman  of  the  The  ban  on  tax-exempt  orga- 
Evangelical  Council  for  Finan-  nizations’  political  involvement 
cial  Accountability  (ECFA).  was  adopted  as  an  amend- 
Stephen  Douglass,  president  ment  by  then-Sen.  Lyndon  B. 
of  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ  Johnson  of  Texas,  who  became 
(Cru),  is  among  others  on  vice  president  under  President 
the  commission.  John  F.  Kennedy  and  assumed 

It  is  “both  disturbing  and  the  presidency  upon  Kennedy's 
chilling  that  the  federal  gov-  assassination,  to  the  Revenue 
eminent  regulates  the  speech  Act  of  1954- 


SHOOTING  RECALLED  —  Pastor  Stephen  Fugitt  (left)  of  First  Baptist  Church  in  Norwood, 
Mo.,  and  his  wife  Judith  are  helping  church  members  cope  in  the  aftermath  of  a  Sunday 
morning  shooting  in  July  in  which  no  one  was  injured  but  nerves  were  rattled.  (BP  photo 
courtesy  ofThe  Pathway) 


Missouri  church  members  reflect 
on  recent  worship  service  shooting 


NORWOOD,  Mo.  (BP)  - 

Days  after  churchgoers  left 
their  pews  mid-sermon  to 
tackle  a  gunman  armed  with 
a  -357  magnum  revolver, 

they  returned  to  their  seats 
at  First  Church  in  Norwood, 
Mo.,  for  Bible  study  and  to 
talk  through  the  experience 
with  chaplains. 

Many  were  quiet  at  first, 
but  by  the  end  of  the  evening 
most  of  the  25  people  pres¬ 
ent  began  to  open  up  about 
the  traumatic  events  of  July 
2t  that  left  the  congregation 
shaken  but  uninjured! 

A  man  identified  in  court 
documents  as  Earnest  J.  Smith 
entered  the  church  that  Sunday 
morning  and  fired  two  shots  — 
one  into  the  ceiling  and  one 
into  the  floor  between  himself 
and  the  pastor  —  before  being 
tackled  and  subdued. 

The  follow-up  session 
opened  with  Psalm  46.  Pastor 
Stephen  Fugitt  introduced 
the  passage  by  reading  what 
he'd  written  in  his  notes, 
“Just  read  the  Scripture,  no 
need  to  comment." 

“God  is  our  refuge  and 
strength,  a  helper  who  is  al¬ 
ways  found  in  times  of  trou¬ 
ble.  Therefore  we  will  not 
be  afraid,  though  the  earth 
trembles  and  the  mountains 
topple  into  the  depths  of  the 
seas,  though  its  waters  roar 
and  foam  and  the  mountains 
quake  with  its  turmoil.” 

The  church  broke  into 
groups  with  five  Missouri  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  disaster  relief 
chaplains.  They  rehashed  the 


thing  they  could  have  done 
differently. 

In  this  case,  it  appears  the 


order  of  events,  recalling  the  Hartville,  Mo.,  came  to  help, 
doors  at  the  back  of  the  audito-  The  gentleman  I  spoke  with 
rium  banging  open  and  a  gun  was  at  first  very  nervous,” 
blast  long  before  anyone  could  Dedmon  said,  “but  the  longer 
figure  out  what  was  going  on.  we  went  the  more  he  opened 
With  their  ears  still  ringing  up  and  realized  that  God  had 
72  hours  later,  they  debated  Used  him  last  Sunday.  1  think 
whether  they’d  heard  two  shots  he’s  starting  to  have  peace 
or  three.  A  recording  of  the  about  it." 
church  service  suggests  there  Nancy  Dedmon,  Mike’s 
were  just  two  shots,  though  wife,  spoke  with  the  wife  and 
the  bullet  that  tore  a  ragged  the  mother  of  two  men  who 
gash  in  the  carpet  fragmented  wrestled  the  gun  away  from 
and  put  two  holes  in  the  wall  the  suspect.  “I  think  they’re 
a  foot  to  the  left  of  where  Fug-  seeing  tnat  God  had  everyone 
itt  was  standing  that  day.  They  jn  the  right  plaee  at  the  right 
searched  for  the  shot-through  time,"  Nancy  said, 
ceiling  tile,  eventually  realiz-  "I  saw  some  strength  in 
ing  it’d  already  been  replaced.  these  people,"  Mike  said. 

They  also  thanked  God  “Strength  that  only  God  can 
that  though  there  were  sev-  give." 

eral  teenagers  in  the  service  “I  think  they  ministered  to 
that  morning,  most  of  the  kids  me  just  as  much  as  I  did  to 
were  in  a  different  part  of  the  them,"  Nancy  said, 
church  for  children's  church  Church  members  asked  for 
and  didn’t  have  to  witness  continued  prayer  to  recover 
things  firsthand.  They  praised  from  the  shock  of  the  situa- 
the  quick  action  of  the  five  tion,  and  also  that  parents  who 
men  who  tackled  the  suspect.  don't  attend  church  them- 
They  joked  nervously  selves  but  allow  their  children 
about  their  jumpiness  and  a  to  attend  will  continue  to  al- 
reluctance  to  sit  with  their  low  that.  “Pray  that  we  can 
backs  facing  the  door.  They  feel  that  church  is  a  safe  place 
also  asked  if  there  was  any-  again,"  one  woman  said. 
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Need  a  light? 

said.  "I  am  the  light  of  the  world. 
Hliiimr  follows  mi'  will  not  walk 
in  darkness  lint  will  h;nc  the 
liglu  of  life.”  i ,| <>li n  S:  12) 


Simply  share  the  following  prater 
with  4, nil  in  tour  own  words: 


l.ord.  I  admit  that  I  need  ton. 

1 1  hate  sinned.) 
I  want  I'oi’uit eness  for  mt  sins 
and  Irewlom  from  eternal 
(It  atli.  i  I  repent. I 
V  I  lieliete  lesus  died  and  rose 
mi  the  urate  to  for 


it e  mt  sins 
and  to  restore  mt  relationship 
with  ton.  1 1  lieliete  in  lesns.l 
■f.  lit  faith.  I  int  ile  .lesus  Christ 
into  nit  life.  I  rom  this  lime  on. 
I  want  to  lite  in  a  lining  relationship 
with  Mini,  i  I  reeeite  4  hrisl  as 


ail  as  in. mt  as  reeeitril  him.  to  them  Ile  Rate 
l he  light  to  hceonie  ehildren  of  t  .ml.  eten  to 
those  who  beliet e  in  his  name.”  <  John  1 :  1 2 1 
i  make  a  deeisimi  fur  4  hrisl  today .  eonlael  a 
■•hern  Itaptist  ehureh  lor  spiritual  guidance. 


bewarm  whenit  iscold.  I  found  my  heart 
focused  directly  on  die  Lord.  One  after 
another  in  every  sound  I  heard,  God  was 
providing  blessings  for  my  life. 

I  just  Kept  thinking  about  all  of  the 
things  that  I  should  be  thankful  for  and  that 
I  may  overtook  and  iflayfoe  I  am  not  thank¬ 
ful  for  and  possibly  I  even  complain  about 
I  thought  about  my  work  in  a  day  and  time 
when  so  many  people  are  looking  for  work. 

I  not  only  have  a  job,  but  I  have  a  wonder¬ 
ful  and  meaningful  job  and  work  with  the 
greatest  people  on  earth.  I  thought  about 
my  health  and  the  problems  I  do  not  have 
and  the  mobility  that  is  mine.  Whetheritis 
getting  in  a  car  to  go  somewhere  or  getting 


I  am  not  a  musician  and  on  a  scale  of  one 
to  ten  when  it  comes  to  musical  ability, 

I  am  generally  about  a  minus  two.  In 
fact,  to  tdl  you  how  bad  it  is,  the  other  day 
I  was  walking  through  the  office  singing 
and  they  were  about  to  call  911  because 
they  thought  that  1  was  in  pain.  Now 


they  thought  that 

while  1  may  noth  . 

instrument,  I  do  Usten  to  music,  [appreci¬ 
ate  some  music,  and  I  try  to  be  tolerant  of 
just  about  all  music.  Thr  article  is  about 
Futral's  8l°  Symphony.  You  may  be  famil¬ 
iar  with  Beethoven's  Symphony  5  or  some 
of  the  works  of  other  peat  artist  of  years 
gone  by,  but  this  one  is  different 

It  was  August  in  Mississippi  and  on  this 
particular  day,  I  was  up  and  heading  out  to 
get  my  morning  walk  m  before  5  o'clock. 
The  local  news  said  that  it  was  going  to 
be  hot  and  muggy,  but  then  they  gave  the 
temperature  before  5  o'clock  and  it  was  81° 
They  went  on  to  talk  about  the  fact  that 
our  overnight  lows  were  setting  records  for 


^  V  XXX  LPAX\-/XX  V  to  get  somewhere  I  am  blessed  I  thought 
**  about  the  mental  clarity  that  God  allows  me 

have  an  air  conditioner.  We  did  have  one  to  have  to  read,  to  think,  to  talk,  to  relate, 
of  those  wonderful,  modem,  attic  fans,  but  to  interact,  to  help,  to  react  and  to  hteralh 

even  then  whether  it  was  in  Ae  day  or  at  be  involved  in  life.  I  thought  about  the 

night  it  was  hot  Mississippi  weather.  So  the  capabilities  that  He  has  given  me  and  at  the 
sounds  I  heard  were  as  though  a  symphony  same  time  the  deficiencies  that  have  been 
was  taking  place  among  die  air  condition-  in  my  life  that  seem  to  strengthen  me.  God 
ers  cooling  off  one  family  after  another  and  is  good!  Almost  with  every  breath,  well 
providing  music  to  my  ears.  absolutely  with  evoy  breath  I  am  reminded 


As  I  walked,  it  seemed  as  though  every  air 


ble  Society  bookstore  in  Minya 
was  destroyed. 

Violence  m  Minya  left  41  people 
dead,  including  six  policemen.  A 
separate  attack  on  the  Sinai  penin¬ 
sula  over  the  weekend  resulted  in 
the  deaths  of  25  policemen. 

On  Thursday,  a  government 
spokesman  described  attacks 
on  Christians  as  a  ‘red  line’  and 
pledged  that  authorities  would 
respond  forcefully"  to  any  new 
attacks.  Egypt's  defense  minis¬ 
ter,  Gen.  Abdel  Fattah  al-Sisi, 
pledged  that  the  army  would  pay 
to  rebuild  the  churches  that  were 
attacked  and  destroyed  during 
the  protests. 


church 


BRINK 

cont.  from  p.  1 

70  churches,  Christian  institu¬ 
tions.  and  businesses  have  been 
attacked,  burned,  or  destroyed. 

The  attacks  appeared  to  be 
planned,  since  most  occurred 
nearly  simultaneously  across  the 
country,  Christianity  Today  re¬ 
ported,  quoting  one  church  leader 
in  the  town  of  Assuit  as  saying, 
‘It  had  to  be  pre-planned.  It  hap¬ 
pened  [here]  at  the  exact  time  the 
attacks  happened  in  Cairo." 

Among  churches  targeted 
waa  Beni  Mazar  Baptist  Church 
in  Minya,  a  city  of  250,000  peo¬ 
ple  that  is  150  miles  south  of  Cai¬ 
ro.  It  was  attacked  and  burned 
to  the  ground.  No  casualties  or 
injuries  were  reported,  although 
the  pastor  and  nis  family  live  on 
the  Premises. 

First  news  of  the  attack  came 
on  Wednesday  from  Mounir  Sob- 
hy  Yacoub  Malaty,  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church  in  Cairo  and  a 
leader  of  Egypt’s  Baptist  conven¬ 
tion.  At  noon  Malaty  pasted  on  his 
personal  Facefaook  page,  "Pray: 
Baptist  Church  in  Beni  Mazar, 
Minya.  has  been  attacked." 

Malaty  quickly  followed  with 
an  update,  ‘Bern  Mazar  Baptist 
Church  on  fire.’  Later  he  posted 
a  brief  video  showing  the  ran¬ 
sacked  and  burning  remains  of 
the  church. 

Months  earlier,  John  Amin 
(not  his  real  name),  pastor  of 
the  Beni  Mazar  church,  had  said, 
"We  live  here  at  the  church,  so 
if  someone  attacks  our  church, 
they  attack  our  home.  The  lads 
are  afraid." 

Many  in  the  community  around 
the  church  are  afraid,  Amin  said, 
but  he  still  had  a  vision  to  see  the 


Christ.  *We  want  the  community 
to  see  us  and  come  and  grow  the 
church,"  he  said. 

A  jovial  man  sometimes  called 
the  Egyptian  Santa  Oaua,  Amin 
has  a  broad  smQe  that  might 
hide  the  challenges  he  now  faces, 
which  are  severe. 

Minya  reported  the  coun¬ 
try’s  highest  number  of  at¬ 
tacks  against  churches,  total¬ 
ing  14.  One  of  Egypt’s  oldest 
Coptic  Christian  churches, 
the  fourth-century  Church  of 
the  Virgin  Mary  there,  was 
torched  and  burned  Wednes¬ 
day.  In  addition,  the  Egypt  Bi- 
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Clue:  Z  =  G 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  Psalm  8:1 

By  Chart..  Mam.  1432-2004. 0  2005 
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CH THE  CHURCH  &  RELIGIOUS  LIBERTY 


*ELiGIOUs 

LIBERTY 


When;  October  28,  2013-  10KW  cun.-lsOO  pun. 
Where;  First  Baptist  Church  Jackson,  Miss. 
Christian  Life  Center  Dining  Room  (2nd  floor) 
Registration;  Register  online  at 


AMD  G  SEMINARY 
EXTENSION 

DIRECTORS  BREAKFAST 


October  29, 


7-8  a.m. 
BaptistBuilding 


u  * 

tistJBuUdin 

cfla pel^ 

Jackson ,  MS 


For  more  information  and  registration  contact  Cathy 
Taylor  (P/j_D)  ,  cwtaylor@mbcb.org  or 
1-800-748-1651,  ext.  305.  • 


BIVO/SMALL  CHURCH  COUNCIL 
MEETING  &  MINISTERS  WIVES  MEETING 
&  ACTS  1:8  BANQUET,—^ 

OCTOBER  28: 

Mississippi  Council  on  Bivocational 
Ministries  meeting,  Baptist  Building  Chapel, 

Bivo/Small  Church ^MinistcWWivesPnnqnet, 


BIVO  SMALL  CHURCH  COUNCIL  MEETING  &  MINISTERS/WIVES  MEETING 
3  00  p  n»  4  35  p  m  ACTS  1  8  BANQUET  WILL  RUN  FROM  4  45  p  m 
For  mq.ctr  ,t,An  .end  nformnlion  contact  th«  Pactor/lojdo,  chip  O«vnlopm«nt  ^»pt  of  tKo 
MBCB  at  1  800  748  16S1.  o»t  30S 


Dates:  Friday,  Sept.  20  -  Saturday,  Sept.  21 , 201 3 
Time:  Sept.  20, 2  p.m.  -  Sept.  21, 12:30  p.m. 
Location:  Garaywa  Camp  &  Conference  Center,  Clinton 

Mississippi  Missionary  Fellowship  # 
Date:  Saturday,  Sept.  21 ,  201 3  M 
Time: 8:30 am.- 12:30p.m.  f  F 
Location:  Garaywa  Camp  &  Conference  Center,  Clinton 
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Ministers  J/ \Z(j)e£  Conference 

Fellowship  and  Encouragement  to  Ministers’  Wives 

•  '  October  28,  2013 

First  Baptist  Church,  Jacksop 
'  .  1 :30  p.m.  -  3  p.m. 

Guest  Speaker:  Barbie  Bassett 

Contact  (.aithy  Taylor  ir.  the  TastorlLeadership  Development  Dept 
for  registration  information.  I-8(X)-748-]65J,  ext.  305.  or 
cwtayLirtpmbib.org 


GuideStone-  .  _ 

Financial  Resources 

Got  ditabilltyf  Good/  Hat  your  talary  ritan  any  In 
to  last  10  yartl  Ba  tun  Guidtfonu  knows  your 
cumnt  talary. 

tor  dotal!*,  call  Robin  Nichols, 

MRC1, 601-292-3226 


TRANSITIONAL 

PASTOR 

TRAINING 

D.itnc:  October  1,  ?013 
^Timr:  10  n.nr.^  3  p.m. 

Loe.ition:  MBC(3,  Sky  Room 
Coni:  S10  for  Mntrri.il 

Lod  By: 

Brum  Cnpplrm.in 

Alrm  Woodwnrd 

»  " 

Pimm  mnl<r  rrmrvnlionr  by  Srpfrmbrr  17, 

7013,  no  lJi.il  \vr  mlqlil  prnp.irn  rh.il rrl.ilr. 
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;x:  Wmr 


J 


1 


.'m.  . 


X  1  irt»«tk.y  J.  ^ 

/VKLr®  PLSC-'ipl/ojg  4-5  (S'® 


flMc-zDay 

r(Viii'dSIUP-<l\i.VHUU 

, 

Aj  f  i  ,  % 

k;f.<  # 


'  ■>,* 


Stewar dship  Bible  Study  •  Chuich  Giving  Analysis 
Inspirational  Preaching  •  Consultant  Led  Training 

For  more  information  contact  the 
Steward  ship/CP  Promotion  Dept 
at  1  800  748  1651.  ext  347. 


FOR  ALL  CQLLE6E  STUDENTS 
GET  INFO  A80UT  SUMMER  MISSIONS 

Cont.ict  you'  BSU  Director  or  Church  Minister  to  leg.ster  or  contact 
Collegiate  Ministry  9  800  748  1651 
$8  Registration  Fee 
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7Z'2  “ALL  BIBLE  ““ILL  “E7RBA  I 
PREPARING  FQH  201A  DRILLS 

Onr-T/m  C-imp  nnd  Conferoncn  Cnnler 
Clinton,  Mirr. 

Sopl  nmljnr'??-?-? 

For 

Third  lliouoh  T-rmlfih  Gr.idn 

Cor\:  Ci25  rnqirlr.ilion  plur  lodrjinq 

Serrrre  ynur  rntyief  r.ili’on  parke  1  from' 

Debbie  Pr.v.hier 
Dicopledilp  0.  r.imily  f/Tirtirlry 
/,01-77?-3?n/l 
1 -000-740-1 6G1 

dbr.i'hierO'mbrb.orrt  or 
dhielrrO'mbcb.oro 
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Pray  this  day  for... 


August  23  -  September  5,  201 3 


The  3ooh  of  /he  Law  sha//  ho/-  Jepar/  froM  your  M ott/h,  you  shall 
McJi/a/e  oh  i/Jay  an^H/fi/,  so  /ha/ yon  hu*g  So  careful /p  Jo  accorJ/H^/v 
a// /ha/ is wr/Wen  in  //...  *  ffoshisa  I:8> 


Pray  lor  Mark  &  Karen 
Alexander,  missionaries 
mastering  to  American 
Peojks. 


Pray  for  Arnold  &  Su¬ 
sie  Austin,  missionaries 

muaty 
outreach 


Pray  fa  Richard  & 
Martha  Beal,  rmsscnar- 
1  toAmen- 


Pic^  for  David  &  Lau¬ 
rie  Bledsoe,  missionar¬ 
ies  ministering  to  Amen- 

^urOhlStiriBKSti  & 

1 


Pray  for  Kaye  Brooks. 

missionary  ministering 
to  American  Peoples 
throucjPf  ffxacrt^lanong. 


Pray  for  a  team  of 

Mtrom  Longview 
Heights  BC  Olive 


Pray  for  James  &  Mary 

Adaie  missionaries  min¬ 
istering  to  Sub-Saharan 
African  j — —  - - 

church|j#i«Meach 


Prayfor  Don 
aid  Brown,  rmssionanes 
ministering  to  European 
Peoples  ttfcuis  church/ 
home  ouneacnj.  church 
piantinfl.  B  | 


Pray  for  Karen  Brown. 

missionary  ministering 
to  American  Peoples 
through  nmsng 


Prayfb  Matthew 
Burk s.  missionary 

mrnstering  to  European 
People;  (rirough  evar> 
geiism 


Pray  fry  David  &  Pa¬ 
mela  Carlton,  mrssiorv 
anes  mastering  to  Sub 
Saharan  African  Peoples 
througn  rneotogicai 
educaoor,  church/nome 
outreach  evangelism 


Pray  fry  Rebefcah 
Clark,  missionary 
mastering  to  Etxopean 
Peoples  trcough  youth 
evangelism 


Pray  fry  Richard  & 
Wanda  Clark,  mission¬ 
aries  ministering  to  Eu¬ 
ropean  People,  through 
strategy  coordination 


The  IMB  mtsaonanes  feted  m  the  HouseTops  prayer  calendar  are  currency  active  n  2-4  year  terms  or  In  career  service 


brary  Ministry 
l  State  Meeting 


Fri.,  Oct  4,  2013  -  Sat.,  Oct  5,  2013 
October  4,  9:00  a.m.  -  October  5,  12:30  p.m. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Louisville 

For  more  information  on  the  meeting 
—  “  an<l  registration,  contact  the  Communication 

-  Services  Ministry  of  the  MBCB  at 
_  1  -800-748-1 65 1 ,  ext.  378. 


'  V 

201 3  Stati 


Adult  Rally 


'  -r  , 

Thursday,  August  29,  201 3 
\  Ridc.k  ktst  Baptist  Chukc  h,  Madison 


(601-853-1090,  Ext.  35) 

MM!  .  A.  .ika 


foK  MI.KI  iMumniins  „,m  \,  ,  mi  DjsniMrsHip  Dip  ski  su  si  m 
mi  Mivsismppi  Bvpiim  Cowrsnos  Bo\ki)  m  601-202-3284 


% 


L.D. 

O’Mire 


IN  BAPTIST  CHURCH  SEEKING 
riME  YOUTH  MINISTER  Please 
kumes  to:  Matron  Bapkst  Ctxjrcti  IS 
Church  Road.  SOSO.  MS  39480  or 
■sums  to  tewr^Oondsupphcorc 


Why"  Comes  Before  "How 


%  astors/preachers  get 
”  asked  questions  that  are 
often  difficult  to  answer 
he  spur  of  the  moment, 
se  questions  can  come 
a  anyone  and  at  any  time, 
ently  I  shared  a  message 
a  Matthew  5:13  in  a  noon- 
revival  service  about  be- 
he  “salt  of  the  earth’  and 
need  to  leave  the  comfort 
ir  churches  to  engage  a 
i  and  decaying  world.  As 
oncluded  the  service  a 
it,  sincere  lady  asked, 
v  do  you  get  us  out  of  our 
and  into  ’he  world  to  be 
alt?’  Grr  at  question! 


A  gentleman  once  re¬ 
marked  that  the  English 
language  is  the  most  appro¬ 
priate  language  for  preaching 
because  in  English  one  can 
continue  talking  while  trying 
to  think  of  something  to  say. 

I  attempted  to  answer  her 
question,  or  at  least  1  kept  on 
talking  while  trying  to  think 
of  something  significant  to 
say.  I  am  not  sure  I  ever  ad¬ 
equately  answered  her. 

That  question  has  rolled 
over  in  my  mind  several 
times  in  the  past  two  or  three 
weeks.  If  she  and  I  could 
have  that  conversation  again 


BI-VACAT10NAL  YOUTH  PASTOR 
CENTER  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  BLUE 
SPRINGS.  MS  PImm  mail  resume  to: 
Canlar  Baptist  Church  do  Bro.  Mike  Brareal. 
17P1  CR 121.  Biua  Springs  MS  38828 
GOOO  HOPE  BAPTKT  CHURCH,  NAMH 
WAfYA  (NEAR  LOUISVILLE)  IS  SEEKMG 
A  PULL  TIME  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  TO 
YOUTHACHHDREN.  Sand  mma  to 
1 2966  H»y  490  InuavBaMa  39339 
MMSTER  Of  MUSIC  PART  TIME  POSI¬ 
TION  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  HERNANOO. 
MISSISSIPPI  Please  mad  resume  to  . 
Parkway  Bands!  Chun*  SO  N  Parkway. 
Hernando  MS  38632  Or  email  to  park- 
way.baptolQccmcMtnet _ 


MBALL  CONSOLE  PIANO  sicskert 
ndtoon  $800  Urn  MeadWto  MS  601-384- 

79 _ 

LLDWIN  C720T  ORGAN  FOR  SALE  IN 
ENATOBIA.  MISS  Money  to  go  towards 
•aiona  For  more  mkxmadon,  ptoass  cat 
ghtond  BapOal  Church  662-562-4287 
DOERS  »2S  ELECTRIC  ORGAN  77  slops 
I  orch  races  50-bank  apk  syt  102  0b. 
>5.000  060  Cal  400650-3641  or  go  to 

«w  IbcDoaumon!  org _ 

OLID  MAHOGANY  PEWS  Large  15  6 
ng.  $150  M.  Smat  12  6  long.  $100  as 
MSB-3841 


HANDBELLS  WhrtoChapel  Be#  Foundry 
ot  England.  3.5  octaves  $20,000  060 

4006563641 _ _ 

NORMS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY.  INC 
OLD  BIBUS  REBOUNO.  Atoo.  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals  For  more  information 
cal  682  453-7424  or  las  us  at  662-455- 

6743 _ _ 

WANT  A  GOOO  GROUP  OF  CHRISTIAN 
WOMEN  TO  ENTERTAM  AT  YOUR  NEXT 
SENIOR  CITIZENS  GROUP?  Cal  Ihe 
Ragger  Rooe  .  a  washtub  group  We  sing 
M  jokes  and  play  instruments  Cal  us  at 
801-857-0738  Accepting  bookmgi  tor  2014 
GET  THE  BEST  RATES  ON:  Health 
Insurance  and  Medicare  Supplements  Cal 
1-600-541-8106  or  stall  www  Tumertnsurarv 
caOnlna  com 


GET  AWAY  AT  BETSY'S  UL  CABINS  cal 

tor  a  brochure  601-940-6841 _ 

AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIOE  VACATION 
CONOOS:  GULF  SHORES  6  ORANGE 
BEACH.  AL.  Rant  direct  tram  Chnakan 
Family  Owners.  Lowest  Prims  on  toe 
Beach  www  gulshorescondoa  com.  205- 
556-0388, 205-752-1231, 251-752-2386 
WMOOW  AND  SCREEN  SHOP  -  WIN¬ 
DOWS  AND  storm  wsrdows  bu*  to  lit  your 
Opening  Plus  new  window  scrkene  RW 
rescreen  ok)  screens  CM  Tom  Cook  801- 

7064879 _ 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  RIC.,  serving 
MS  SALsinca  1992.  Cal  800605-2970 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  FREE 
ESTIMATES.  Davis  Upholstery.  Chatman 

Miss  phone  601-7766617 _ 

SEBREN  S  SIDING  www  sabrenhomavn- 
provamant  com  Chnakan  owned  Don 
6  Rita  Sabren  601-992-2092  Al  home 
improvements  siding  energy  rftaent 
windows  metal  6  shmgle  rooto.screan  6 
sunrooms.  pabo  covers,  decks,  rrom  adde 

tons,  kitchen  6  bath  upgrades _ 

GATLIN6URG  RENTALS  Cabm  $95/nrto 
and  Condo $75/mto  Contact  6329220401 
or  E-mad  pdrw4760ean  net  lot  mtormakon 

and  booking _ 

STAINED  GLASS:  new  windows  and 
repairs  Hopper  Stamed  Glass.  Jackson. 
601-502-0202  _ 


my  answer  would  possibly 
be  a  bit  different  because  the 
question  is  one  that  needs  to 
be  answered.  She 
had,  in  her  mind, 
moved  beyond 
the  “why  to  the 
’how.”  Unless 

an  individual  is  X,  <3| 

convinced  of  why 
something  should 
be  done,  then  the 
question  of  how  to 
do  it  irrelevant. 

So  why  should 
you  and  I  be 

actively  involved  wjth  Jimmy 

in  the  spiritual  -  .  , 

warfare  rag-  Porter 

ing  in  our  world 
today?  Why  should  I  battle 
for  unborn  Dabies  who  are 
being  slaughtered  on  the 
abortionist's  table?  Why 
should  I  fight  for  the  Biblical 
model  of  marriage  and  fam¬ 
ily?  Why  shoulol  struggle 
with  a  society  that  is  slowly 
stripping  away  our  constitu¬ 
tional  rights  such  as  religious 
freedom? 

We  should  get  involved 
because  it  is  tne  “command 
of  Christ.”  He  said  to  be  the 
salt  and  light  in  a  dark  world 
filled  with  corruption.  If 
God’s  commands  cannot  get  a 
believer  from  the  comfort  of  a 
church  pew  to  the  front  lines 
of  the  battlefield,  neither 
will  the  words  of  a  preacher. 
Years  ago  as  a  child  we  would 
sing  a  little  song  with  lyrics 


leeds  to  try/  I  ofl 

k 


IRA 


-  4-7% 

First  Year 
GUARANTEED* 


such  as,  ‘I  am  in  the  Lord’s 
army,  marching  in  the  infan¬ 
try/  I  often  wonder,  “Where 
are  all  those 

L  soldiers  today  who 
never  hear  nor 
obey  the  words  of 
the  Commanding 
Officer— Christ?* 
Secondly,  a 
Christian  should 
be  motivated  when 
his/her  conscience 
cries  out  that  this 
action  or  activity 
is  not  right.  When 
f  one  readls  the  Bible 

or  surveys  history, 
stories  and  illus¬ 
trations  abound  of 
men  and  women  who  rose  up 
against  evil  due  to  their  con¬ 
sciences  crying  out  “This  is 
wrong.”  Have  we  become  so 
callous  that  we  are  no  longer 
moved  by  the  moral  decline 
of  our  society? 

Also,  the  condition  of  our 
culture  demands  we  get  in¬ 
volved  now.  Our  courts  have 
ruled  the  Defense  of  Marriage 
Act  of  1996  unconstitution¬ 
al.  The  sad  part  is  that  our 
President  and  his  administra¬ 
tion  encouraged  the  courts 
to  strike  down  the  law.  In 
the  state  of  Washington,  the 
Attorney  General  filed  suit 
against  a  florist  for  refus¬ 
ing  to  provide  flowers  for  a 
same-sex  couple  wedding. 

On  March  27,  2013,  a  federal 
judge  in  Virginia  ruled  that  a 
Pennsylvania  County  board 
of  supervisors  violated  the 
first  amendment  rights  of  an 
ACLU  client  by  opening  their 
board  meeting  with  prayers 
that  favored  one  set  of  reli¬ 
gious  beliefs  over  another. 
Each  week  there  are  new  sto¬ 
ries  surfacing  about  attempts 
to  suppress  Judeo-Christian 
beliefs  and  practices,  not  in 
some  foreign  county  but  here 
at  home  in  America. 

Can  we  all  agree  that  if 


God's  Spirit,  along  with  the 
reasons  previously  given, 
do  not  get  Christians  out 
of  the  pews  into  the  world 
being  salt  and  light,  our 
children  and  grandchildren 
will  eventually  be  persecuted 
like  those  in  China,  Iran  and 
other  countries  where  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  forbidden?  Some 
will  say,  “That  will  never 
happen."  Who  would  have 
thought  fifty  years  ago  our 
government  would  be  fund¬ 
ing  organizations  that  engage 
in  crushing  babies’  skulls  and 
pulling  them  from  the  moth¬ 
er's  womb?  The  Bible  tells  us 
that  times  will  get  darker  and 
more  difficult. 

Therefore,  the  Christian 
Action  Commission  is  con¬ 
stantly  urging  those  of  you 
who  read  these  words  to  get 
involved  in  your  community. 
Look  for  ways  to  become 
the  salt  and  light  where  you 
live.  Pay  attention  to  the 
happenings  around  you  as 
they  relate  to  or  infringe  on 
your  Christian  beliefs.  Set 
up  meetings  where  you  can 
come  together  as  friends  and 
neighbors  to  discuss  and  plan 
ways  to  improve  your  area 
of  Mississippi.  Get  to  know 
your  elected  officials  and 
always  voice  your  opinions. 

The  CAC  often  sends  out 
information  at  id  alerts  to  in¬ 
form  you  of  what  is  happening 
and  how  you  can  be  involved, 
but  we  must  have  your  e-mail 
address.  Join  with  us  by  go¬ 
ing  to  www.ChristianAction. 
com  and  entering  your  email 
address  at  the  bottom  center 
of  the  home  page  or  call  601- 
292-3329. 

Porter  serves  as  executive 
director-treasurer  for  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Action  Commission.  He  can 
be  contacted  at  601-292- 
3332  or  j port er(a  ch rist ian 
action.com. 
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Thank  you  to  90  year  old,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Barlow,  of 
Calhoun,  Georgia  for  her  making  quiKs  for  our 
residents.  Mrs.  Barlow  has  Mississippi  ties  and 
sews  quilts  regularly  for  children  in  the  care  ofThe 
Baptist  Children's  Village  end  other  ministries. 
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iod  Completes  the  Story  •  John  14:1-3;  Revelation  21:1-4;  22:1-5, 12-14 


God’s  story  comes  full  circle.  The  per¬ 
fect  fellowship  of  God  and  humans  in  the 
harden  of  Eden,  destroyed  by  sin,  will 
igain  become  the  experience  of  believ¬ 
es,  God's  people  will  five  in  His  full  pres¬ 
ence  for  all  eternity.  This  lesson  can  help 
you  joyfully  anticipate  Christ’s  return  and 
spending  eternity  with  Jesus. 

The  Plan  (John  14:1-3) 

This  passage  occurs  in  the  midst  of 
Jesus’  farewell  discourse  to  His  disciples 
the  eve  before  He  died  on  the  cross.  His 
mentioning  of  being  betrayed  by  one 
of  the  disciples  cast  a  pall  over  the  con¬ 
versation.  These  verses  reveal  the  sharp 
differences  between  the  disciples’  som¬ 
ber  shortsightedness  and  Jesus'  eternal 
tlimpse.  Thus,  Jesus  began  by  telling  His 
disciples,  "Your  heart  must  not  be  trou¬ 
bled.  Believe  in  God;  believe  also  in  Me’ 
(14:1;  HCSB).  Jesus  comforted  them  by 
placing  His  ‘going  away"  in  the  broader 
context  of  Goa’s  plan.  For  God’s  people, 
God's  Story  ends  in  heaven,  specifically 
in  the  “Father’s  house’  (14:2).  ’niis  house 
has  many  “dwelling  places.’  The  Greek 
term  monai  refers  to  rooms. 

Jesus'  mission  did  not  involve  His 
earthly  ministry  only;  He  was  going  to 
prepare  an  eternal  place  for  His  follow¬ 
ers.  The  emphasis  is  on  both  preparation 


special  company!  The  verb  rendered  “pre-  4:6a).  John  also  was  sep 
pare'  means  “to  put  or  to  keep  in  readi-  church  on  Patinos  when  > 
ness’  (14:2-3).  Jesus  is  ready  for  us,  but  elation.  Additionally,  “the 
are  we  ready  for  Him?  other  texts  to  the  place  a 

Jesus’  preparation  carried  the  prom-  (Rev.  13:1).  God’s  people  w 
ise  of  a  second  coming.  The  purpose  of  arated  from  Him  in  the  in 
His  coming  again  is  to  take  His  followers  would  there  be  a  source  of  < 
to  Himself  so  that  where  He  is  they  may  The  second  descriptk 
be  also  (14:3).  Surely  these  words  com-  place  is  as  the  Holy  City, 

forted  His _ 

disciples  to  I 
some  de- 

verses  make  Bible  Studies  for  Life 

clear  they 
did  not  un- 
derstand 
folly. 


The  Place 

(Rev.  21:1-4;  22:1-5) 

Jesus  mentioned  a  place  (topos)  He 
was  preparing  (John  14:2-3).  In  the  Rev¬ 
elation,  we  have  our  fullest  indication  of 
what  that  place  will  be  like.  Fuat,  the  place 
is  described  as  “a  new  heaven  and  a  new 
earth,”  untainted  by  sin  like  the  first  cre¬ 
ation  (Rev.  21:1).  The  notice,  “the  sea  no 
longer  existed’  carried  a  double  meaning 
(Rev.  21:1c).  The  “sea’  represented  sepa¬ 


ration  between  creation  and  Creator  (Rev. 
4:6a).  John  also  was  separated  from  his 
chunii  on  Patmos  when  writing  die  Rev¬ 
elation.  Additionally,  “the  sea’  referred  in 
other  texts  to  the  place  of  chaos  and  evil 
(Rev.  13:1).  God’s  people  would  not  be  sep¬ 
arated  from  Him  in  the  new  place  neither 
would  there  be  a  source  of  evil. 

The  second  description  of  the  new 
place  is  as  the  Holy  City,  New  Jerusalem, 
“as  a  bride 
adorned 
for  her 

_  husband" 

Studies  for  Life 

with  IV.  Wayne  VanHom  jfi  new  place 

is  where 
I  ‘God’s 

I  dwelling 

is  with  hu- 
m  a  ni ty ” 

for  "He  will  live  with  them"  (21:3a).  The 

proper  relationship  will  be  established  be¬ 
tween  God  and  His  people  (21:3b).  Finally, 
the  new  place  will  lade  tears,  death,  sorrow, 
crying,  and  pain  (21:4). 

Additional  images  are  given  in  Revela¬ 
tion  22:1-5:  the  river  of  living  water  (22:1), 
the  tree  of  life  (22:2),  the  throne  of  God  and 
the  Lamb  (22:3),  the  assurance  of  seeing 
God’s  face  and  being  marked  as  His  (224), 
and  reigning  in  God’s  light  of  (22:5). 


The  Promise  (Rev.  22:12-14) 

When  all  is  ready,  Christ  will  come  again 
for  His  people.  The  word  “quickly"  (tachu) 
is  an  adverb  telling  how  He  will  come  not 
wiien.  The  concept  of  retributive  justice 
comes  to  the  fore  as  Jesus  will  have  a  re¬ 
ward  “to  repay  each  according  to  what  he 
has  done”  (22:12). 

Jesus  identified  Himself  as  “the  Alpha 
and  the  Omega,  the  First  and  the  Last,  the 
Beginning  and  the  End"  (22:13).  AH  three 
phases  affirm  one  thing;  Jesus  is  the  whole 
of  God’s  Story.  God's  Story  begins  and  ends 
with  Jesus  just  as  the  Greek  alphabet  be¬ 
gins  with  Alpha  and  ends  with  Omega.  He 
moke  the  “First”  word  of  creation  and  has 
the  “Last’  word  on  judgment  He  is  both 
the  Beginning  and  the  End  of  God’s  Story. 

The  'ast  of  the  seven  “blessings"  in  the 
Revelation  occurs  in  22:14.  This  final  bless¬ 
ing  has  to  do  with  salvation  and  the  right  to 
be  considered  an  insider  in  God's'presence. 
Only  those  eating  from  “the  tree  of  life"  will 
live  eternally.  I  am  reminded  of  a  cross-stich 
on  the  wall  of  a  church  member’s  home.  It 
read,  “If  you  have  everything  but  Jesus,  you 
have  nothing;  if  you  have  nothing  but  Jesus, 
you  have  everything."  The  only  thing  I  can 
add  to  that  statement  is  “Amen!” 

VanHom  is  Dean  of  the  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  School  of  Christian  Studies  and  the 
Arts. 


Is  It  Worth  the  Effort?  •  Ecclesiastes  1 1:1-5,  9-10;  12:13-14 

Philosophers,  both  professional  and  most  important  thing— their  lives.  Those  one— here,  the  living  God.  Some  haw 
amateur,  nave  debated  and  written  ex-  non-essential  “things  can  be  rebuilt  and  find  out  on  their  own,  “learning  the  h 
tensively  about  the  meaning  of  human  replaced.  Pursue  life!  way,"  * 

life.  The  more  idealistic  of  these  philoeo-  It  is  not  necessary  or  wiseto  throw  can-  Ue^Youn&p*o pie  benefit^ 

Dhies  stress  hetoine  others  are!  leaving  the  tion  to  the  wind,  but  we  need  not  be  in-  having  a  strong  religious  faith  dui 
StSp^^rS^mical  timidatod  byor  fearfidof  wjfmtwedo  not 

emphasize  ernojing  life  in  termsof^my^  ral  g^leLmed  claJcal  muse,  man 

5“88“»  while  one  cmiOthast^fa  wort  ofGod,  tM  Mmrer  or  aU(  Christian  anthems,  for  adjudreat 

spiritual  approach  to  life  that  is  rooted  in  yona  our  ct>raP*'?nePJ~rI  ’  ^  ®  .  ti^  «jtatp  music  festival.  One  of  our 

human  speculation  However,  God  has  re-  about  out  wore  m  faith  1  *  vorite  anthems  was  the  classic,  “Rem< 

reeled  «  purpose  and  great^tgojd  ™  TT^onJs  w 

ofhuman  life  is  to  revere  Hun  as  God  and  “light”  and  true  to  scripture;  therefore,  as  we  lean 

to  obey  Hun.  .  .  the  wo 

The  Teacher  offers  four  challenges  that  “sun  m  de- 
contrast  with  the  advice  of  today.  Give  gen-  scribing  me 
eruusly!  The  NEB  translation  reads,  “Send  to  tire  fullest 

your  grain  across  the  seas,  and  in  time  and  declare  _  .  i 

you  w&  get  a  retum.’  This  is  an  anoent  rt  “  ’T**  EXOlOfS  tllB  DIDIG 

proverb  which  young  Solomon  had  prob-  and  Pj*85- 

ably  heard  from  his  rather,  David.  “Divide  ant.  Then,  H  with  Marion  D.  Duncan 
your  merchandise  among  seven  ventures,  he  gives  tour 
eight  maybe,  since  you  ao  not  know  what  admoni- 

disasters  may  occur  on  earth."  Diversify!  toons,  eacn  knm/ 

Spread  out  your  investments— venture  out  including  ^  old  / 

from  the  obvious  into  the  unpredictable,  a  reason.  ,  j.m«yend  in  which  the  deterioration  of  the  a( 

Do  you  remember  the  little  rhyme  that  ex-  First,  while  vou  have  body  and  its  increasing  limitations 

presses  the  opposite  idea:  “Get  all  you  Can.  described.  The  keepers  of  the  ho. 

Can  an  you  get.  Then  sit  on  the  can?  XJZT*n^pl^ui«rtf  lrfeexeras-  describes  the  trembling  arms  of  the  a; 

Disasters  do  come  in  the  form  of  hur-  normal,  sensrwe  pi  w,,w  and  “strong  men"  represent  the  bent 


TheTeache 
“sun”  in  de¬ 
scribing  life 
to  the  fullest 
and  declares 
it  is  sweet 
and  pleas¬ 
ant.  Then, 
he  gives  four 


lore  the  Bible 


ant  Then,  Marion  D.  Duncan 

he  gives  four 

admoni- 

tions,  each  | 

including 

First,  rejoice  for  long  life,  but  it  may  end  inwi 
insenility.  Second,  rejoice  while  you  have  body 
your  youth.  Third,  follow  your  heartin  the  deso- 
normal,  sensible  pleasures  of  life  rateras-  descr 
ing  responsibility  in  choices  made  because  and 
G«iwilljudge  those  actions.  And  finally,  totter 
remember  your  Creator.  “Rf?"fmber  JP®. 
means  to  act  decisively  on  behalf  of  some-  thee; 


one— here,  the  living  God.  Some  have  to 
find  out  on  their  own,  "learning  the  hard 
way,'  that  God  is  the  essential  dement  for 
a  happy  life.  Young  people  benefit  from 
having  a  strong  religious  faith  during 
youth  as  protection  for  old  age. 

When  I  was  in  high  school,  our  cho¬ 
ral  group  learned  classical  music,  many  of 
them  Christian  anthems,  for  adjudication 
at  the  state  music  festival.  One  of  our  fa¬ 
vorite  anthems  was  the  classic,  “Remem¬ 
ber  Now  Thy  Creator."  The  words  were 
true  to  scripture;  therefore,  as  we  learned 
the  words 
to  the  mu¬ 
sic,  we  were 
learning 
Ecclesiastes 
12. 

Verses 
1-7  have 
been  called 
an  “Al¬ 
legory  of 
OH  Age" 

in  which  the  deterioration  of  the  aging 
body  and  its  increasing  limitations  are 
described.  “The  keepers  of  the  house" 
describes  the  trembling  aims  of  the  aged, 
and  “strong  men"  represent  the  bent  and 
tottery  legs.  The  “Hinders"  have  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  few  teeth  still  in  place,  and 
the  eyes  are  “those  who  look  through  the 


PRAY 

corn  from  p.  1 

and  currently  senior  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Norfolk,  Va. 

■  Tony  Lambert,  former 
senior  pastor  of  Crossgates 
Church,  Brandon,  and  cur¬ 
rently  senior  pastor  of  River¬ 
side  Church  in  Denver,  are  also 


members  of  the  invitation  trtfn. 

■  Michael  Catt,  a  Pasca¬ 
goula  native,  currently  serving 
as  senior  pastor  of  Sherwood 
Church,  Sherwood,  Ga. 

Floyd  encourages  pastors 
to  register  as  early  as  pos¬ 
sible  due  to  a  limited  number 
of  available  rooms  at  the  Hil¬ 
ton  Dallas/Sou thlake  Town 
Square,  the  site  of  the  event.  To 


reserve  a  hotel  room,  call  the 
hotel  at  (800)  445-8667  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  group  rate.  A  $75  sti¬ 
pend  is  available  to  offset  hotel 
cost,  financed  by  a  special  gift 
from  a  supporter  whose  name 
was  not  announced. 

Registration  is  free  by  con¬ 
tacting  Cross  Church  at  (479) 
751-4523.  or  gaylao@crossch- 
urch.com. 


VANDIVER 

com.  from  p  2 

and  clothes  closets. 

Giving  students  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  serve  is  giving  students 
the  opportunity  to  not  only  be 
the  church  of  tomorrow,  hut  the 
church  of  today  as  well.  BSU  is 
not  a  church,  but  it  is  a  ministry 


windows,"  possibly  suggesting  sight  as 
dimmed  by  cataracts.  Tne  “doors  being 
shut*  probably  address  the  loss  of  hear¬ 
ing  which  cuts  a  person  off  from  society. 
The  -fading"  may  mean  the  low  tone  of  the 
voice,  and  the  “light  sleep"  of  an  older  per¬ 
son  may  be  disturbed  by  the  song  of  a  bird. 
“White  blossoms  of  the  almond  tree"  may 
reference  white  hair,  and  finally,  he  goes  to 

*S'Se  siiver  cord  held  the  golden  bowl  or 
light,  and  the  wheel  and  pitcher  represent 
water,  both  common  biblical  symbols  of 
life.  The  body  returns  to  the  ground  from 
where  it  came,  and  the  spirit  or  breath  of 
life  returns  to  God  who  gave  it.  From  the 
Teacher’s  perspective  without  “full  knowl¬ 
edge,"  all  is  meaningless.  The  Truth  is  that 
without  God,  all  of  life  in  meaningless.  A 
warning  is  given  about  reading  some  writ¬ 
ings  because  of  pagan  literature  that  was 
becoming  more  available  in  Palestine. 
(Broadman  Bible  Commentary) 

The  epilogue  points  man  to  God^who 
demands  our  reverence  and  obedience 
starting  with  accepting  His  Son  as  Sav¬ 
ior  and  Lord.  Paul  sard,  “Christ  in  us.  . 
.“  which  empowers  us  to  “Fear  God  and 
keep  His  commandments,  for  this  is  the 
whole  duty  of  man.”  (NTV) 

Duncan  is  a  member  of  First  Church, 
Starkville. 

of  the  local  churches  that  shows 
how  the  Cooperative  Program  can 
wort  as  churches  wort  together  . 
through  their  BSU  to  reach  the 
college  campus  for  Christ 


Vandiver  is  BSU  director  at 
Northeast  Mississippi  Communi¬ 
ty  College  in  Boormnlk.  He  may 
be  contacted  at  northeastbsu @ 
hotmaUxxtm. 
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n  •  ■  a  ►  Holy  Grew*  Church.  Sknp- 

Revivals  &  *««!**»■'  Homconm*. 

Homecomings 


g  Double  Springs  Church, 

Maben:  Revival,  Aug.  25-28; 
Sun.,  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Allen  Dees,  speaker,  Rob¬ 
ert  Herring,  music 

►  Rrtt  Church,  Hickory  Hat 
125th  anniversary,  Aug.  24-25; 
Sat,  gospel  singing,  6  pjn.,  with 
Quine  Cooper,  Royoe  Wilder, 
Pam  Simpson,  Ceeshn  Brothers, 
and  others;  Sun.,  worship,  10:30 
a-m.;  Jim  Futral,  speaker,  sanc- 
tuaiy  choir,  musi. 

g  atowart  Church,  Mont¬ 
gomery  Aeeodedon:  Revival, 
Aug  28  -  Sept  i;  7  p.m.  nightly; 
Wade  Stevens,  speaker;  Jason 
Canon,  music;  Jim  Futral,  Sun., 
11  a.m. 

►  Bsthsi  Church,  Copiah 
County;  Homecoming  Aug  25; 


10:30  flJH)  1VWWTUU  l/J  HHlUt, 

David  Farmer,  speaker,  Ten  Lit¬ 
tle  &  Family,  music;  Hibner  By¬ 
num,  music  director,  Raymond 
Jeffcoat  castor. 

g  Moak's  Creak  Church. 
Summit  143rd  homecoming 
Aug  25,  worship,  10:30  a.m., 
followed  by  lunch;  Mike  Alexan¬ 
der,  speaker. 

g  First  Church.  Koachwho: 

RevivaL  Aug  25  -  28;  Start,  wor¬ 
ship,  10  a.m.  with  medal  recog¬ 
nitions,  followed  by  barbecue 
lunch  and  6  p.m_;  Mon.  -  Wed., 
7  p.m.;  Don  Gann,  speaker,  Slat 
er  Murphy,  music, 
g  Canaan  Church.  Columbus: 
53rd  anniversary,  Aug  25-28; 
Sun.,  10:30  a.m.  ana  6  p-m.; 
Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  pjn.;  BiHy  W. 
Little,  Jimmy  Ray,  Rick  Babin, 
Jerry  Robbins,  and  Enc  Glass- 
code,  speakers;  Danny  Avery, 

g^udetubbe  Church,  SaNg 


Submission  Guidelines 

Tha  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  news  and  photo¬ 
graphs  of  special  events  that  taka  place  in  cooperating  church¬ 
es  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  News  items  and/ 
or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular  or 
outside  organizations  will  not  be  published 


Preferred  method  news  mey  be  submitted  electronically  to 
th*  *<n*'  adtkeas  below,  and  must  be  included  in  the  mes¬ 
sage  segment  of  an  email  form.  Secondary  method  news  may 
be  typewritten  or  needy  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11 -inch  paper 
and  mailed.  AH  articles  must  be  received  in  writing,  no  articles 
wiH  be  accepted  over  the  telephone  Due  to  ever-pretent  vires 
threats,  no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted.  Photograph  at¬ 
tachments  in  JPEG  format  are  permissible 

Please  make  articles  concise  Include  the  who.  what.  when. 
T**  retails  ot  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person’s  ad¬ 
dress  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  treat  be  submitted  eiectionicady  via  email,  as 
attachments  in  JPEG  format.  Hard  copy  photographs  roaderl 
waugh  the  postal  service  wid  not  be  accepted  Photographs 

****ghfd  Photographs  must  dapict 
”  obiachonty  photographs  will 

ba  pnrtttod  Photographs  Mraaaang  inappropriate  gestures  and 
obiactioneble  dothlng  wdl  not  be  published.  CaH  phone  photo- 
giaphe  and  other  low  resolution  items  that  do  not  reproduce 
we*  on  nawspm  are  generally  not  puMshsble 

There  m  no  guerentee  that  naws  dams  and/or  photographs 
w*>»  Ijfolhhed.  and  unsolicited  materiel  wid  not  bsacknowk 
edged.  Ad  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and  ad  photo¬ 
graphs  are  subfect  to  cropping  News  items  and/or  photo¬ 
graphs  can  be  pttolished  one  time  only  Deadline  for  submitting 
nwvt  is  one  week  prior  to  requested  publication  date  Articles 
erenot  datjejnsdive  wid  be  published  on  a  space-available 
basis  Theta  guidelines  are  not  meant  to  be  exhaustive 
Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.0.  Box  530  Jackson 
MS  39205-0530  FAX:  (601 )  292-3330.  Email:  baptistrecord# 
mbcb.org. 


IT’S  TIME 
TO  PRAY 


NAMB 


mui-- 


“H*  told  them:  'The  harvest  is  abundant, 
but  tha  workers  ara  faw.  Tharafora.  pray 
to  tha  Lord  of  tha  harvest  to  sand  out 
workers  into  His  harvest.'” 


Lead  your  church  to  join  churches 
across  North  America  on 
Wednesday,  October  2, 
in  praying  Luke  10:2  for 
workers  in  God's  harvest. 

Uam  more  at  nambJte'/lfcnTtoo 


